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Nonstop. Hectic. Sometimes
crazy. Ttense, when human lives are
at stake. Never a dull moment.

These are the words Staff Sgt.
Deanna Dennis uses to describe
her job. The air traffic controller is
assigned to the 2016th Com-
munications Squadron, Dover Air
Force Base, Del.

"We maintain radar, visual and
voice contact with every aircraft,
civilian and military, flying in the
Dover area," she said. "We know
where every aircraft is and what
their altitudes and flight patterns
are, whether they're landing, tak-
ing off or flying over the area."

Air Force, Army, Navy and
Marine Corps air traffic con-
trollers relay flight clearances to
all aircraft. They also advise the
pilots about weather and runway
conditions.

When an aircraft enters the
tower's airspace, an air traffic con-
troller in the ground radar facility
tracks it on a scope and advises
the pilot by radio about course and
position changes.

When the aircraft is landing,
another controller in the control
tower checks the runways to make
sure they're cleared of vehicles.

Sergeant Dennis monitors aircraft in
the vicinity on a radar screen.
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